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so much influence on the minds of the "Young
Bengal" of that time. His uncle wanted to keep
the boy under his care, but here Sir Gooroodass's
mother intervened. She did not wish that the
personal infliience of the mother on her son should
be allowed to diminish even by temporary absence,
and accordingly, Sir Gooroodass left the Oriental
Seminary which was far too distant from his Narikel-
danga house and entered the Hare School, then
known as the Collootola Branch School, located
in an old building at the north-east corner of the
present Presidency College grounds. Here he read
for five years, covering eight classes in that time
by double and triple promotions and passing the
University Entrance Examination in 1859, stand-
ing first from his school in that examination.
While in the Hare School, he was the best boy
of his class and invariably occupied the first posi-
tion in the successive annual examinations of the
school. Here he came into contact with one of
the greatest teachers that Bengal has produced,
the late Babu Peary Charan Sircar. The elevat-
ing and ennobling example of that great man was
not lost upon young Gooroodass Banerjee. In
noticing Sir Gooroodass's death, the "Englishman"
in its issue of the 4th December 1918, was pleased
to remark that " his life was unique and demons-
trated, above everything else, that it is possible
to combine plain living with high thinking and
that no Indian need imbibe western manners and
customs at the sacrifice of his own, even when
sitting on the High Court Bench." The seeds